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·RISK ASSESSMENT 

·REPORT  WRITING 

·COMMUNICATION  

 

·PLANNING  

·EDUCATION & ENCOURAGEMENT 

·BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTISES  
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·On average, one tree produces nearly 260 pounds of 
oxygen each year. Two mature trees can provide 
enough oxygen for a family of four." 
Environment Canada 

 

·While cities expend resources to plant millions of new 
trees, land development, storms, old age and other 
factors are reducing the number of older, established 
trees in cities.  

·An estimated 4 million trees are lost every year in 
urban areas. USDA Agricultural Research Service  
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Irrigation  
system 

Decayed  
structural roots 
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Oak @ Filberg Park, Comox  
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!ÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË  
through the whole process.   

Trees kept on the top of the hill with 
two 3 phase power lines.    
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Single family dwelling in Comox  

67 condo unit in Qualicum Beach   
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30 metre 
tall 
cedars 
and 
Douglas 
firs 
located 
on a one 
acre 
property.  
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Importance of trees retaining the fore shore 



Replace  the saying 
Ȱ 7ÈÅÎ ÉÎ ÄÏÕÂÔ 
ÔÁËÅ ÉÔ ÏÕÔȱ ×ÉÔÈ  
ȰWhen in doubt 
ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔ ÏÕÔȢȱ 

Educate yourself, the 
workers, engineers, 
developers about 
mature tree retention. 
Everyone will benefit 
from your actions.  
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·For owners of trees the Duty 
of Care means as an owner 
they have a legal 
responsibility to ensure that 
their trees are reasonably safe 

·- that means the owner must 
have all reasonable efforts to 
identify anything that can 
foreseeably cause harm to 
people or property.  

 
 

 Tree Risk Assessment in Urban Areas  & the Urban 
/Rural Interface PNWISA publication, page  62.  

 



·ȣȢÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÃÁÒÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ Á ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÙ ÐÒÕÄÅÎÔ 
person should exercise in same or similar 

circumstances.  
 

·)Æ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔ ÆÁÌÌÓ ÂÅÌÏ× ÓÕÃÈ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄȟ ÈÅ ÍÁÙ 
be liable in damages for injuries or damages resulting 

from his conduct. Black 1990 

The Standard of Care 
determines how the Duty of 

Care is measured.  
Dunster & Murray 1997 





 
·Maslow's hammer, popularly 
phrased as "if all you have is a 
hammer, everything looks like 
a nail" The Psychology of Science,1966. 

 
·: déformation professionnelle, a French term 

for "looking at things from the point of view 
of one's profession" 

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/if_all_you_have_is_a_hammer,_everything_looks_like_a_nail
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/if_all_you_have_is_a_hammer,_everything_looks_like_a_nail
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/if_all_you_have_is_a_hammer,_everything_looks_like_a_nail
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9formation_professionnelle


·From 2005- 2012  communities  in England have removed 
40,000 street trees. 40% because of insurance claims. 1% of 
the removals were justified.  

 

·In England 147 communities surveyed their urban trees.  

    11% were between 50-100 years old and only 2% over 100. 

 

·Ȱ)ÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÂÅ ÃÕÔ ÄÏ×Î ÁÎÄ 
councils cave in to their demand. Which means when trees 
ÇÅÔ ÂÉÇȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÇÅÔ ÃÈÏÐÐÅÄ ÄÏ×ÎȢȱ   

 

· Capital Asset Value for Amenity Trees (CAVAT) to assess a 
ÔÒÅÅȭÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄȢ  

4ÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅȭÓ ÖÁÌÕÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÒÏÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÕÒÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ 
need to chop it down.   



Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ 
ÃÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȟȱ 
said Donald Luxton, 
president of Heritage 
6ÁÎÃÏÕÖÅÒȟ ȰÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
things that helps define 
them are boulevards and 
canopies ɂ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÒÅ 
ÌÏÓÉÎÇ ÏÕÒÓȢȱ 

JEFF HODSON  
METRO VANCOUVER  
Published: April 26, 2010  



ȣget across the message that urban forests play a 
ÖÉÔÁÌ ÒÏÌÅȢ Ȱ! ÓÍÁÌÌ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÇÒÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÉÆÅÒ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ 
for you what underground storm water sewers can do 
ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȟȱ 
ȣÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÉÎÈÅÒÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
density, trees and infrastructure like asphalt or 
underground services, and trees and solar power 
states Councillor Young 



In December 2009, a total of 
295 publically owned trees 
were tagged and inventoried. 
Of the 295 trees, 7% were 
recommended for removal, 
11% require a risk assessment 
and 34% require pruning 
over the next 3-5 years.  
 



ÅAll wounded trees do not become infected 
ÅAll infected trees do not become decayed 
Å All decayed trees do not fail.  
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Kim Coder photo 
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