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¾How to select the right tree & the 
right planting location,

¾How trees tell you what they 
need,

¾How mature trees can be 
retained.
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¾to provide shade

¾to provide fruit

¾To provide seasonal color

¾To act as a windbreak or screen
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¾Space enough for a large , medium , or 

small tree?

¾Are there overhead or below ground 

wires or utilities?

¾Do you need clearance for sidewalks, 

patios or driveways?

¾Are there other trees in the area?

¾Are there barriers to future root growth, 

such as building foundations?
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Planting under power lines
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www.bconecall.bc.ca

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG 

1-800-474-6886
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http://www.bconecall.bc.ca/
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Is the soil

¾deep, fertile, and well drained?

¾shallow?

¾compacted and infertile?
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¾Do you have time to 

water, fertilize , and 

prune the newly 

planted tree until it is 

established?

¾Will you be relying 

on your garden or 

tree service for 

assistance? 
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¾exposure (sun and wind), 

¾human activity, 

¾drainage, 

¾space constraints, and

¾hardiness zone. 

www.treelady.ca



ÅConifer

ÅBeech

ÅWalnut

ÅMaple

ÅOrnamental

ÅFruit

ÅDwarf conifer

ÅSmall Maple

ÅJapanese Maple

ÅLilac

ÅPyrus

ÅDwarf fruit
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¾enough sound roots to support healthy 

growth. 

¾a trunk free of mechanical wounds 

and wounds from incorrect pruning. 

¾a strong form with well -spaced, firmly 

attached branches. 
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Trunk flare should be obvious. Be on 

alert for trees planted too deeply in 

containers or trees òburiedó in fabric 

bags. You should be able to see the 

basal trunk flare with container -grown 

plants. If the trunk flare has been buried, 

gently expose it before planting the 

tree, taking care not to damage the bark .
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Poor 

form

Good 

form

Principles of strong structure:

- One dominant trunk       - Strong branch unions

- Balanced canopy www.treelady.ca



Good 
structure

Principles of strong structure:

- One dominant trunk  - Strong branch unions

- Balanced canopy www.treelady.ca



www.treelady.ca



¾Mature Trees 

Garry oak at Victoria Airport
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Image Credit: The Arbor Centre

ÅConifer tree roots are 

no more shallow than 

broadleaf tree roots.

ÅA treeõs root system is 

not a mirror of its 

crown.

ÅNot all trees have or 

can maintain a tap root, 

due to the conditions 

below ground.
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Tree Diameter    Structural Root Distance

Radius

10 cm (4 in) 1 meter (3.3 ft)

15 cm (6 in) 1.2 meters (4 ft)

25 cm (10 in) 1.8 meters  (6 ft)

30 cm  (12 in) 2.1 meters (7 ft)   

40 cm  (16 in)                  2.4 meters  (8 ft)  

The root plate encompasses structural roots, 

which can not be damaged or disrupted 

without potential of structural failure. 
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Irrigation 

system

Decayed 

structural roots

www.treelady.ca



www.treelady.ca


