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Wrong tree for location. 

Planting under power lines
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Mature Trees 

Garry oak at Victoria Airport
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80 year old Douglas fir trees in Courtenay.



2nd growth trees retained on private property.



100 year- old 
Douglas fir with 

eagle nest. 



Grove retention between residences 
near the ocean.  



Grove of trees retained on new 
residence building site.



Duty of Care 
n. a requirement that a person act toward 
others and the public with watchfulness, 
attention, caution and prudence that a 
reasonable person in the circumstances would. 
If a person's actions do not meet this standard 
of care, then the acts are considered negligent, 
and any damages resulting may be claimed in a 
lawsuit for negligence. (See: negligence, 
standard of care)
Copyright © 1981-2005 by Gerald N. Hill and Kathleen T. Hill. All 
Right reserved.

http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/negligence
http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/standard of care
http://www.farlex.com/hills.htm


Duty of Care

For owners of trees the Duty of Care means as 
an owner they have a legal responsibility to 
ensure that their trees are reasonably safe

- that means the owner must have all 
reasonable efforts to identify anything that can 
foreseeably cause harm to people or property. 

Tree Risk Assessment in Urban Areas  & the Urban /Rural Interface PNWISA publication, page  62. 



Standard of Care
ΧΦǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ 
prudent person should exercise in same or 

ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ LŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ 
below such standard, he may be liable in 

damages for injuries or damages resulting from 
his conduct. Black 1990

The Standard of Care 
determines how the Duty of 

Care is measured. 
Dunster & Murray 1997



Kaslo, B.C. population 1,029

In December 2009, a total of 295 publically 
owned trees were tagged and inventoried. Of 
the 295 trees, 21 are recommended for 
removal, 32 require a risk assessment and 100 
trees require pruning over the next 3-5 years. 



Managing Risk in the Urban Forest  Matheny & Clark 
Arborist News  April 2007
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Urban landscape settings along roadways can be harsh environments for trees due to
limited soil volumes and compaction, associated road conditions, and various
construction project impacts. Trees growing in these conditions typically have a shorter
lifespan than similar trees grown in natural environments. 
Since 1995, Forestry staff have been directing additional resources in the form of
pruning, fertilization, aeration and watering to improve the growing conditions of the
Whyte Avenue trees.
Although 70 trees were marked for removal earlier this spring, following a second
inspection, it has been confirmed that 20 will actually be removed. The remaining trees
will be pruned to remove the dead wood. While being pruned, the trees will be
assessed again for health and potential safety hazards.
A plan is presently being developed for the improvement of the soil conditions and the
replacement of the trees for the centre median on Whyte Avenue. The plan will be
developed collaboratively with Parks and Transportation to provide the best growing
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŜŜǎΧΦ
Please also be advised that the City performs a tree health assessment on all publicly
ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘǊŜŜǎΧ¢ǊŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǉƛƴƪ ŘƻǘΦ tǊƛƻǊ 
to these trees being removed they are re-assessed to ensure the accuracy of the decision.

Educatingthe Public



A heritage group lists mature street trees among the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ. 
άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ 
said Donald Luxton, 
president of Heritage 
±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΣ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
things that helps define 
them are boulevards and 
canopies τŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎΦέ

JEFF HODSON 
METRO VANCOUVER 
Published: April 26, 2010 



Tree Risk Assessment courses define the Standard of 
Care. The risk manager can reasonably expect the 
assessor to provide the best possible advice.  



Assessing your mature trees:

ÅAll wounded trees do not become infected
ÅAll infected trees do not become decayed
ÅAll decayed trees do not fail. 



Severing one major root can cause the 
loss of 5 to 20 % of the root system. 



Stanley Park, Vancouver 2006 

Bill Stephen Photo



Crown condition indicates health not 
structural stability.





NW Poplar Medicine Hat, Alberta



TERMS

Risk: The potential for injury or damage due to 
tree failure.

Hazard: The presence of a condition that is likely 
to cause injury. The tree is hazardous when the 
potential exceeds a threshold defined by the 
tree owner or managing agency.

Risk Assessment: The process of evaluating the 
likelihood that a tree or tree part will fail and 
cause injury or damage. 

Arborist News Managing Risk in the Urban Forest Part 2. June 2007



Mature Tree Retention on Private land



Data should be clear and concise



Overall Risk Rating and Action Threshold



Mature Tree 
Retention on 
Private land



Over the past 5 
years, 3 cables 
and 3 bolts had 
been installed.  







The Resistograph is just one tool in 
your toolbox. 



Tree Retention on Development Sites

Richardson American Elm, Robin Blvd. Winnipeg, MB 



-principles of tree preservation
-tree biology
-development process
-plans & construction practise
-evaluation process
-designing for tree preservation
-impact to trees
-minimizing the impacts
-preparing specifications
-the construction phase
-post-construction management
- reports & plans




